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NEWS RELEASE 
2011 Steamboat Institute Freedom Conference to be held August 19-20, 2011 

Distinguished Speakers to include Tony Blankley, Steve Moore, Kate Obenshain, and Others 
 

Steamboat Springs, CO – The Third Annual Steamboat Institute Freedom Conference will be 
held from August 19-20, 2011 in Steamboat Springs, CO, it was announced. The two-day 
conference of informational and inspiring speakers will once again be moderated by Tony 
Blankley, the popular columnist with the Washington Times and Townhall Magazine.  
 
“We’re very pleased to have Tony Blankley, a veteran political expert, serve as our 
conference moderator for the third straight year,” said Jennifer Schubert-Akin, chairman 
and founding board member. “Tony has done a phenomenal job for us in the past, and he 
has become a fan favorite, so we welcome him back with open arms.” 
 
“I’m delighted to once again have this opportunity to help showcase some of the nation’s 
leading reformers and their ideas. All of this year’s speakers represent the winning ideas of 
what this conference – and our country – is about,” said Blankley. 
 
Friday’s opening luncheon will feature Steve Moore, senior economics writer for the Wall 
Street Journal, and member of its editorial board. Moore is also the co-author, along with 
Art Laffer, of “Return to Prosperity: How America Can Regain Its Economic Superpower 
Status.”  Moore founded and served as President of the Club for Growth from 1999 to 2004. 
He is a frequent contributor on the Fox News Channel and CNBC.  
 
“Steve Moore’s experience, perseverance and dedication to free-market capitalism is 
consistent with the Institute’s belief that free market approach is an essential element of 
freedom itself,” said Schubert-Akin. “We’re honored to have him this year.” 
 
Other speakers will include Lt. Col. Steve Russell, (U.S. Army, retired), the author of “We Got 
Him!,” and Kate Obenshain, vice president of the Young America's Foundation. 
 
Lt. Col. Russell was the commander of the battalion that played a major role in the capture of 

Saddam Hussein. He served 21 years in the U.S. Army as an infantry officer until his retirement 

in 2006. Currently, he serves as an Oklahoma State Senator. Russell is also chairman and 
founder of Vets4Victory, a nonpartisan organization established by combat veterans of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

“We are honored to have someone of Lt. Col. Russell’s stature to provide inspiration and 
insight for our conference,” said Schubert-Akin. “With his sense of duty and belief in a 
strong national defense, Russell will fit in line perfectly with the ideals of this conference.” 

http://www.clubforgrowth.org/
http://www.yaf.org/
http://www.vets4victory.com/


Ms. Obenshain is also a regular guest on the Fox News Network and a popular campus 
speaker. She garnered national attention as chairman of the Virginia GOP from 2003 to 
2006 when she led the charge against tax increases and the expanding role of government. 
  
“We look forward to having Kate Obenshain enlighten us about how she is effectively 
educating young minds with conservative principles,” said Schubert-Akin. “In order for our 
government to be successful, we need our young people to be well-versed with our nation’s 
history and founding principles.” 
 
Other speakers and events to take place during the conference will soon be announced, 
said Schubert-Akin.  
 
For more information and to register for the 2011 Steamboat Institute Conference, please 
visit: Register/Donate for the Freedom Conference. Sponsorship opportunities are also 
available.  

# # # # 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.steamboatinstitute.org/freedom-conference-2011-2/

