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Gov. Bob Mcbonnell'speaks withikte
Gol. Mario Beckles and his wife
Angela at the ThanksUSA fundraiser
in McLean Feb. 21. The charity,
founded by twe lecal gitls in 2005,
provides scholarships-for children
and spouses of military familiess

ONLINE AT WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Windows and Doors

Built around you:

Up to $1500 Instant Savings

$150 oft installation of each full frame
replacement

$75 oftinstallation of each insert replacement
(replacement window fits inside current frame)

Considering new windows?

Now is the time to replace your old, inefficient windows
with energy saving options from Marvin. With limitless
design options and customization, there is sure to be
something that fits your style, your home and your life.

Contact us for a free in-home consultation.
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WindowAndDoorShowplace.com

Sales - Installation - Service

Falls Church, VA
(703)539-5299

Meclean, VA
(703)592-6377

Rockville, MD
(301)358-051

Sterling, VA
(703)537-5168

WHILE WE CAN'T PREVENT THE FLU,
togethr WE CAN SLOW IT DOWN.

Save yourself: rom coaning the tolt.
ACT NOW TO RECEIVE $50

Cleaning for health for over 15 years.

OFF REGULAR MAID SERVICE."

* Save $30 on your first clean and $20 on your fourth clean.

New customers only. Not valid with other offers. Not valid
with move-in/move-out cleans. Promo code: CON2011.

Call now to receive a free,
no-obligation estimate

103-691-7999

www.MAIDS.com
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Referred for a reason.

From left, Rachel, 15, and
Kelsi Okun, 12, thank a
crowd of almost 100 people
for attending the
ThanksUSA fundraiser Feb.
21. Rachel and Kelsi
started the foundation in
2005, with the help of their
parents, after seeing the
financial struggles of their
neighbor, a lieutenant
colonel in the Army.

Thanking Military Families

ThanksUSA holds fundraiser for
military family scholarships.

By ALEXx MCVEIGH
THE CONNECTION

t takes most people well into

adulthood to make a differ-

ence in the world. Rachel,

15, and Kelsi Okun, 12, of
McLean, found a way to start help-
ing six years ago. It was then when
their next-door neighbor, a lieu-
tenant colonel in the army, and his
family were struggling financially
that an idea was born.

“After his coming home and
struggling with an injury, we real-
ized we had to do something,”
Rachel Okun said. “We wanted
people to realize that as long as
these conflicts are stretching on,
we can’t forget what men and
women in the armed forces are

doing for us.”

With the help of their parents,
the girls founded ThanksUSA,
which is based in McLean and has
given away more than $6 million
in scholarships since its founding
in 2005. The 2,200 scholarships
given away have gone to spouses
and children of military families.

ThanksUSA hosted a fundraiser
at a local residence Feb. 21, which
featured a performance by world-
renowned Irish tenor Anthony
Kearns and was attended by Vir-
ginia Gov. Bob McDonnell and
close to 100 other supporters.

Chris Simmons, a managing part-
ner with PriceWaterhouseCoopers,
hosted the event at his house, and

SEe THANKSUSA, PAGE 7
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Anthony Kearns, a member of the Irish Tenors, performs
at a fundraiser for ThanksUSA in McLean Feb. 21.
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30% OFF

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"-12")

9.99 to 12 Ft.

Evergreen Magnolias, Hollies,

Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress |

Pansies
97¢

Reg. 1.89
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9023 Arllngton Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia
SIS 2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from 1-66 (Vienna Metro)
&> 703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com
9:00-6:00 * 7 Days a Week
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ThanksUSA Holds Fundraiser in MclLean
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said when he heard about
ThanksUSAs mission, deciding to
host was a no-brainer.

“When I heard about their focus
on providing assistance to active
duty military, I knew it was some-
thing we had to support,”
Simmons said. “Even though the
governor is here, it’s not a politi-
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cal event, it’s just people coming
together to support the people that
matter the most.”

McDonnell said it was a good
sign for the future that two young
people are able to make such a
difference for so many people.

“At such a tender age they un-
derstand just how important it is
to support our military,” he said.
“They give families the comfort of

knowing there is a helping hand.”

Kearns, who is a founding mem-
ber of the Irish Tenors group, per-
formed renditions of traditional
Irish songs in the ballroom.

“I don’t take lightly the oppor-
tunity to help with events like
this,” said Kearns, who has per-
formed at other ThanksUSA
fundraisers.

With so many people in atten-
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SHOP THE COMPETITION FIRST!

Then come to us for the best selection of quality
products, professional installation all at an affordable
price. Our references include your neighbors.

FREE ESTIMATES ON INSTALLATIONS

SE HABLA ESPANOL

VIENNA FILOORS

ESTABLISHED IN 1984
208 DOMINION ROAD ® VIENNA, VA
HARDWOOD — CARPET — WOOD LAMINATES — CERAMIC TILE — SHEET VINYL
WWW.VIENNAFLOORS.COM
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:00 am - 5:30pm, Sat: 9:00am - 4:30pm
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ENERGY UP, PRICES

NOW AT MCLEAN GNC

EVERYONE HAS A

RESOLUTION

REACH YOUR GOAL
IN A HEALTHY WAY

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

GINC MclLean
103-134-6133

6831 Redmond Dr., McLean, VA 22101

we do can touch so many lives of

Robert Beatson 11

Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars
All Types of Federal, State,

dance who stayed for the concert, Local & Foreign Taxes

but also to support the cause, Kelsi
Okun said it was heart-warming

Individual * Business
Trusts ¢ Estates ® Wills

to see people support what they Amended & Late Returns
are trying to do. Back Taxes ¢ IRS Audits
“It’s incredible to know that this * Civil Litigation

Business Law ¢ Contracts

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

small idea has become an incred-
ible organization, and that what

people who truly deserve it,” she
said.

BEWARE OF ACID-FREE MATS

THEY WILL DAMAGE YOUR ART,
PHOTOS & DOCUMENTS

MUSEUM FRAMING

PRESERVE THE PAST & PROTECT THE PRESENT
STRICT LIBRARY OF 703 299 0100

CONGRESS STANDARDS
WHOLESALE PRICES TO ALL ~ OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
WWW.MUSEUMFRAMING.COM
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GINC Live Well’
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Baverly Rd

Old Dominion Dr

Dolley Madison (R1.123)
Old Chain Bridge Rd
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